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so firm and solid, that neither wood nor'stone is able "to
resist it.

September 6, they entered the great south sea, on which
no English vessel had ever been navigated before, and
proposed to have directed their course towards the line,
that their men, who had suffered by the severity of the
climate, might recover their strength in a warmer latitude.
But their designs were scarce formed, before they were
frustrated; for, on Sept. 7, after an eclipse. of the moon,
a storm arose, so violent, that it left them little hopes of
surviving it; nor was its fury so dreadful as its continu-
ance ; for it lasted, with little intermission, till October 28,
fifty-two days, during'which'time they were tossed inces-
santly from one part of the ocean to another, without any
power of spreading their sails, or lying upon their anchors,
amidst shelving shores, scattered rocks, and unknown is-
lands, the tempest continually roaring, and the waves
dashing over them.

In this storm, on the 30th of September, the Marigold,
commanded by captain Thomas, was separated from them.
On the 7th of October, having entered a harbour, where
they hoped for some intermission of their fatigues, they
were, in a few hours, forced out to sea by a violent gust,
which broke the cable, at which time they lost sight of the
Elizabeth, the viceadmiral, whose crew, as was afterwards
discovered, wearied with labour, and discouraged by the
prospect of future dangers, recovered the straits on the
next day, and, returning by the same passage through
which they came, sailed along the coast of Brasil, and
on the 2nd of June, in the year following, arrived at
England.

From this bay they were driven southward to fifty-five
degrees, where, among some islands, they stayed two days,
to the great refreshment of the crew; but, being again
forced into the main sea, they were tossed about with per-
petual expectation of perishing, till, soon after, they again
came to anchor near the same place, where they found the
natives, whom the continuance of the storm had probably